July 18, 2007
And that’s just the way it is.

———

ALL NIGHT SENATE SESSION

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, the Senate
was in session all night long because
Senate Republicans refuse to allow a
fair up or down vote on an amendment
that would redeploy our troops by
April of next year.

Today, Senate Democrats want a
vote on an amendment offered by Sen-
ators LEVIN and REED, but Republicans
are using the filibuster to prevent a
fair majority vote. Do Senate Repub-
licans really want to obstruct the proc-
ess on the most critical issue of our
time?

The American people are demanding
change in Iraq, and while a majority of
Senate Republicans refuse to listen,
nearly a dozen Republicans have said
the administration must change its
strategy in Iraq. These Republicans
need to realize that their words are im-
portant, but they will only have mean-
ing if they choose to act and support
the Levin-Reed amendment.

We all know that President Bush has
no intention of making any changes in
his war policy, and so it is up to Con-
gress to force that change, which is
why last night’s all-night debate in the
Senate was so important. Let’s hope
wayward Senate Republicans are fi-
nally listening.

———
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THE DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY AND
THE LARGEST TAX INCREASE IN
OUR NATION’S HISTORY

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, some years
ago the story was told about the mean-
spirited old Grinch who tried to steal
the joy of Christmas. Well, it is not
Christmas, but you might as well al-
most think it was a Christmas present
when you take a look at the American
economy that has been strengthened
by the tax cuts of a number of years
ago.

This boom that the Republicans set
in place has added 46 months of
straight growth in job creation. The
unemployment rate is at a very low 4.5
percent. The Dow has just made all
kinds of records at crossing the 14,000
mark, and the deficit has been cut in
half.

In the face of this good news, the
Democrats have passed a $392 billion
tax increase, the biggest tax increase
in the history of our country. And just
like the Grinch, the Democrats seem to
be wanting to steal our economic joy.

We must not allow the Democrats to
steal the joy of the American families.
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EGYPT

(Mr. CHANDLER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about problems that have
arisen on the border between Egypt
and Gaza.

Since the Hamas military took over
all power in Gaza there has been mas-
sive smuggling of arms into Gaza along
the border with Egypt, often by the use
of tunnels that are proliferating along
the border.

The Egyptian government has made
efforts to curb the smuggling by clos-
ing the border between their country
and Gaza and by assigning more secu-
rity personnel to patrol the border.
However, the border remains porous in
many areas and weapons continue to
find their way across the border and
into the hands of Hamas fighters.

With fears of refugees pouring into
Egypt from Gaza and fears that Hamas
will escalate its attack on Israel, this
situation has become both a security
and a humanitarian concern. Egypt has
vowed to partner with Israel, the
United States, and the European Union
to work toward a solution.

While part of the solution will be im-
mediate increases in security forces at
the border, a long-term solution is also
needed. Egypt must take responsibility
for the actions of its own people, and
Israel must support Egypt’s good-faith
efforts.

I hope we can come to some resolu-
tion of this problem.

———

NATIONAL RIDE YOUR
MOTORCYCLE TO WORK DAY

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, today
is National Ride Your Motorcycle to
Work Day, and just a few minutes ago,
I proudly rode a Harley Davidson
Roadking to the steps of the Capitol
building.

Motorcycle riding has been a passion
of mine for many years, since my 20th
birthday, and a proud member of the
American Motorcyclist Association I
am, as well as the Harley Owners
Group. I can attest that responsible
riding has many unique recreational
benefits for millions of Americans.

During this session of Congress, we
are looking for ways to break our de-
pendence on foreign oil, develop alter-
native fuels, and increase domestic
conservation. Motorcycles are excel-
lent alternatives to current forms of
transportation because they offer both
fuel efficiency and greater enjoyment
for the commuter.

I encourage all Americans to learn
more about the recreational and envi-
ronmental benefits of responsible mo-
torcycle riding by visiting American
Motorcyclist Association’s Web site
and availing themselves of the motor-
cycle rider safety training program.
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KEEP GROWING THE ECONOMY,
NOT THE BUREAUCRACY

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the Dow Jones Industrial
Average rose above 14,000 for the first
time ever. What a proud moment for
all of us.

For many of us it is not a surprise.
This strong economy is a direct result
of the pro-growth Republican policies
that we are fighting for every day on
this floor. It is a sign of continued and
growing investor confidence, and it
shows that when taxes are low and
Americans choose how and where to
spend more of their money they will
choose to invest in America and make
us stronger.

This isn’t a victory for Wall Street or
for big business; it is a victory for
Americans. Over half of all Americans
are invested in the stock market. More
and more Americans want to partici-
pate in this strong and growing econ-
omy. So they need a Federal Govern-
ment that respects those wishes, not
one that will raise their taxes to pay
for out-of-control spending.

Let’s keep this economy on the right
track. Let’s rein in spending. Let’s
focus on growing our economy rather
than Washington’s bureaucracy. That
is what Americans want.

———

A HISTORY LESSON ON THE AUTO
INDUSTRY

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, the Democratic leadership in
both this House and the United States
Senate have made a conscious decision
to bankrupt the domestic TUnited
States auto industry by forcing an an-
tiquated CAFE standard on them.

And I just want to remind my col-
leagues what this industry has meant
to America.

Over 100 years ago, Henry Ford built
the Model T, which brought auto-
mobiles to the masses, created oppor-
tunities that built America’s middle
class, and fundamentally changed our
Nation.

During World War II, Michigan was
known as the Arsenal of Democracy be-
cause we had the manufacturing capa-
bility to build the armaments that lit-
erally led the world to peace. For 2
years we didn’t even build automobiles
because we were building tanks and
jeeps and B-24 bombers. And as we sur-
render our manufacturing capabilities
to Japan and China, we had better hope
that we never need the ability again to
build armaments because we will be at
the mercy of these foreign countries.

After 9/11, when everyone was con-
cerned that our economy would go into
a tailspin, the American automobile
industry, the domestic auto industry,
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offered zero interest financing, which,
as GM said, has kept America rolling.

I will never apologize for defending
the domestic auto industry against the
Democratic leadership.

———

THANK YOU AND WELCOME HOME,
RED BULL DIVISION

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, the
Minnesota Red Bulls are not an energy
drink, but let me tell you about what
an amazing energy force they have
been for our freedom in the United
States.

They are now returning home from
the longest continuous deployment of
any U.S. military unit during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

The Red Bulls hail from the 1st Bri-
gade, 34th Infantry Division of the Min-
nesota National Guard based in Bloom-
ington, Minnesota.

Mr. Speaker, these men and women
are true citizen soldiers. They have put
service to their country ahead of their
family, of their friends, and their ca-
reers since September of 2005.

During their deployment, let me tell
you what the Red Bulls have done for
our country, Mr. Speaker. They com-
pleted 5,200 combat logistical patrols.
They secured 2.4 million convoy miles,
and they discovered 462 improvised ex-
plosive devices prior to detonation. In
addition, they completed 137 recon-
struction projects and helped start two
Iraqi newspapers for the local popu-
lation that covered stories on these re-
construction projects.

On behalf of a grateful Nation and a
free world, we welcome back the Min-
nesota Red Bulls and we thank you.

——————

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL GRADUATE
MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, as the
House continues its consideration of
the Labor-HHS appropriations bill
today, I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port funding for the Children’s Hospital
Graduate Medical Education program.

Even though this amount is lower
than the amount suggested by some of
us in the 109th Congress, the $307 mil-
lion in this appropriation bill will go to
training and educating graduate med-
ical students who will help our children
at our children’s hospitals across this
Nation.

Especially close to my heart is my
godson, Kyle, who at 18 months old was
diagnosed with cancer and for the last
12 years has survived and has been
helped and aided by these graduate
medical students.

So I urge my colleagues, please sup-
port this bill. It is so critical to the
health of our children.
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DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELCH of Vermont). Pursuant to House
Resolution 547 and rule XVIII, the
Chair declares the House in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union for the further consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3043.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
3043) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
with Mrs. TAUSCHER in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday,
July 17, 2007, amendment No. 5 printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD by the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS)
had been disposed of and the bill had
been read through page 42, line 21.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GRAVES

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. GRAVES:

Page 42, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $125,000,000"°.

Page 42, line 13, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $125,000,000)"’.

Page 84, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $125,000,000)’.

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Chairman, let
me begin by thanking the chairman
and ranking member of the Appropria-
tions Committee for working together
in a true bipartisan fashion to begin
providing a long overdue down pay-
ment to special education funding. In
particular, I want to thank Ranking
Member WALSH for his amendment in
committee to provide a $335 million in-
crease in special education funding for
fiscal year 2008.

When the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act was signed into law
more than 30 years ago, the Federal
Government committed to pay the
States 40 percent of the costs of pro-
viding services to students covered
under this act. However, for three dec-
ades the Federal Government has often
provided 1less than half the money
promised.

What has this shortfall meant? For
one, it has meant higher taxes at the
State and local levels and less funding
for other education programs as States
and local governments struggle to
make up the shortfall in Federal re-
sources.

The amendment I introduce today
builds on the bipartisan cooperation of
the House Appropriations Committee
by providing a further $125 million in-
crease in funding for IDEA part B

July 18, 2007

grants to the States. To pay for my
amendment, I offset the cost by reduc-
ing a portion of the U.S. contribution
to the Global Fund. My amendment
helps us fulfill our commitment to
funding special education while also
providing a small increase in funding
to the Global Fund as was provided last
year. I don’t take this money from any
domestic program. These funds are
dedicated to an overseas program, and
they still see a $1 million increase over
last year.

My amendment sets the right prior-
ities for our Nation’s children with spe-
cial needs, and I urge support from all
of my colleagues. Again, I would thank
the chairman and ranking member for
their hard work on this.

Madam Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Chairman, frank-
ly, I am looking for my ranking minor-
ity member. But until he gets here let
me take a little time and say that I
would simply suggest to the gen-
tleman, if he thinks this is a good idea,
that he take this idea up with the
President of the United States.

What this committee has tried to do
both on this subcommittee and on the
Foreign Operations Subcommittee is to
respect and work with the administra-
tion in their effort to provide global
leadership to deal with the AIDS epi-
demic around the world. And the fact is
that this item in this bill is a critical
piece of the President’s program.

Given our disarray around the world
because of Iraq, I think it is a wonder-
ful exception when we can be seen to be
providing constructive leadership in
the world on something. And certainly,
although I have many differences with
the President, this is one area where 1
think he has exercised significant lead-
ership.

0 1030

And I think it would undercut our
standing yet again in the world if we
were to withdraw this funding.

I just think that we’ve struck a good
balance with respect to this program. I
think both subcommittees have tried
to see to it that we meet our inter-
national responsibilities.

You and I are very lucky human
beings. Our souls were, thanks to God,
infused in a body that lives in the
United States. If they had been infused
in a body that was born in Africa or in
Asia or in some of the other hot spots
in the world in terms of these diseases,
I think we would take a look at this
issue in a quite different way.

This program provides the only real
leadership in the world to attack this
program. I think it would be a horren-
dous mistake if we were to adopt the
gentleman’s amendment. I would urge
defeating the amendment.

Madam Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.
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